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Erica is after more 
honours 

Many girls have at some time 
or other dreamed of becoming a 
skating champion, writes a corre­
spondent. A champion, for in­
stance, like lovely Erica Batchelor 
of Edinburgh, Britain's figure-
skating title holder. 

It is a thrilling life, with air 
trips to many parts of the world. 
Erica spared a few minutes from 
her practice at an Edinburgh Ice 
Rink to tell me that she will be 

luxurious place where film stars, 
big business men, and even Presi­
dent Eisenhower himself have 
spent vacations. " I 'd simply love 
to meet the President," she said 
with a smile. 

•Erica, incidentally, is the hap­
piest champion I have ever met. 
She is always smiling. But a 
champion's life is not all sugar and 
spice, and all things nice. I offered 
her a chocolate. " No thanks," she 

Young enthusiasts watch intently as Erica shows them how it is done 

leaving in a few days for the 
European Championships in 
Vienna (February 14-16) and from 
there she will fly to America to 
compete in the world figure skat­
ing championships at Colorado 
Springs, which starts on February 
26. 

Erica was in America about ten 
years ago, but she is very excited 
to be going again. The champion­
ships will be held on the skating 
rink of the Broadmoor Hotel, a 

said with a sigh. " I don't eat 
sweets while I'm in training." 

I asked Erica if she had a mes­
sage for C N readers. 

"Well, if you want to become 
a champion," she said, "work 
hard at your skating. Practice as 
often as you possibly can. Learn 
to love the sport and you won't 
notice the hard work so much. 
Go to bed early. And do what 
your instructor and parents tell 
you. They know best. Good luck." 

H ABSOLUTELY FREE 
This fine high value stamp (value 5/-) 
FREE to all asking for our BRITISH 
COLONIAL APPROVALS enclosing 

2 J J. stamp 
Please obtain parents* permission 

THIS MONTH'S 
BARGAIN O F F E R 

£1 1951 GT. BRITAIN 5/- ONLY 
ONE COPY ONLY PER CUSTOMER 

R. J . SMITH & SON, 8 1 Redbreast Road , Bou rnemou th . 

RAZOR-BLADE KNIFE t^A&i*M± 
G R E A T B A R G A I N ^ # W w v 8 B 
at below cost. S t r o n g X Xi'v^^cS^^^r 
enamelled handle with >•*•' V j j i * ^ ^ 
new blade firmly held \ i - > * ^ f% 
by screw. Puts used xV||r T f l 
blades to good use. Send >jgr w u " 
1/- stamps or P.O. Post 3a. 
E L E C T R I C M O T O R O U T F I T 

3/6 
Post 4d. 

Works from 
Torch 

Battery 
Comprises ALL 

necessary parts and 
_ metal base for s i m p l e 

assembly to make this working Electric 
Motor. Great t echn ica l , instructive and 
entertaining boy's toy. Complete with diagrams 
and easy directions. Send P.O. 3/10. 

Wm. PENN, LTD. (Dept. CW), 
&S5 High Kd., Finchley, London, K.12 

CHEMISTRY 
Wide range of apparatus and 

Laboratory Equipment. 
Send 3d. stamp for Price List, 
A. N . BECK & SONS 

(Dept. C N), 
60 Stoke Newington High Street, 

London, N.16 

-TA1V1E MICE-
White or Piebald 
Mice . , , pair 5/3 
Cages . . . . 5/6 
Book on Mice . 3/6 

List 2d. 
PITT FRANCIS, C.N. 

MOUSE FARM, FERNDALE, GLAM. 

SPORTS SHORTS 
First steps to 
Wembley 
T_T is cup-tie time again in the 

Rugby League. On Saturday 
the 30 senior clubs and two junior 
qualifiers meet in the First Round 
ties of the R.L. Challenge Cup of 
1957. The final will 'be played at 
Wembley Stadium on May 11. 

The present cupholders, St. 
Helens, have to travel to White­
haven, while Oldham (current 
Lancashire cup-winners and 
strongly fancied, for the major 
trophy this year) have a hard game 
at Workington. 

The match of the round, how-
ever| is that between Leeds and 
Wigan at famous Headingley, 
where these two clubs have played 
many classic games in the past. 

The two junior teams have both 
been given hard tasks in the draw. 
St. Marie's, a Widnes amateur 
team, have to visit Halifax (cup 
finalists of 1954 and 1956), and 
Wakefield Loco (a works team) 
have to meet Barrow, who won 
the Cup in 1955. 

' J ' H E M.C.C. tourists will be at 
Kimberley, centre of the dia­

mond industry, this weekend, when 
they meet Griqualand West. Denis 
Compton has happy memories of 
his last visit to Kimberley, in 
1948, for on that occasion he 
scored 150 not out (in 95 minutes) 
in the M.C.C. total of 542 for 4 
declared. He also took five 
wickets in the double dismissal of 
the local side, who were beaten by 
an innings. 

England too cold ? 
J_s England too cold for sprinters? 

International Mike Ruddy 
thinks so, and has decided that 
next season he will concentrate on 
!-mile events. Mike, you will re­
member, was nominated for the 
Olympic sprints, but had to drop 
out at the last moment because of 
pulled muscles. 

•posT OFFICE officials were rather 
puzzled the other day when 

they received a letter addressed 
simply B.C. Molesey, Esq. The 
letter reached its proper destina­
tion, however—The Molesey Boat 
Club on the Thames. 

Record style 
' J ' H E amazing increase in the 

standard of mile running since 
the war is well illustrated by the 
news from Australia of 18-year-old 
Herb Elliot's achievement in 
covering the distance in 4 minutes 
6 seconds. Less than 20 years ago 
this would have beaten the world's 
senior record. 

Elliot's performance was all the 
more remarkable as it was run in a 
temperature of 97 degrees F . 

0 N Saturday England's Soccer 
Youth XI meet Wales, at 

Ninian Park, Cardiff. The majority 
of the English XI are members 
of well-known League clubs. One 
of them, 16-year-old inside-right 
Jimmy Greaves, who comes from 
Dagenham, has already scored 
nearly 70 goals this season for 
Chelsea's juniors and in repre­
sentative games. 

rz: 

Training 
ror 1960 

&> 

for 1960>, jTrnvi^ 
Looking ahead to the 
1960 Olympics is young 
Brian Phelps of East A <*-̂  
London, who already tx&iss#fr.sw •sjv 
holds many diving titles. 
Here we see him doing 
some exercises on ap­
paratus designed for *̂™ '""•"''•V* 

body-building \}}<$&j&V 

>«£; 

STANLEY SPELLING is a keen 
cyclist. He is also in the Mer­

chant Navy, serving on a ship ply­
ing between London and Sydney. 
So at each port of call Stanley 
strides down the gangway with his 
bike on his shoulder and sets off 
for a ride. Last year he covered 
over 4000 miles between trips. 

Golf by night 
X;HE first golf match to be 

held in this country under 
artificial lights was held the other 
day at Nottingham. Overhead 
electric lights illuminated parts of 
the course, and spectators and 
caddies carried lamps. 

Eager to score 
J JOBBIE ETHERIDGE, the young 

inside forward who is doing 
well in his first season with Bristol 
City, whom he joined from 
Gloucester City, hopes to achieve 
" double " sports fame. He is to 
join Gloucestershire C.C.C. as a 
wicket-keeper-batsman. 

"P^NGLAND meet Ireland on Satur­
day, at Dublin, in a Rugby 

Union international. Since these 
countries first met in 1875, Eng­
land have won 41 times, Ireland 
22, with five matches drawn. But 
not since 1938 have the Irish been 
defeated by England in Dublin. 

C N Competition Corner 

WIN A PUPPET THEATRE! 
P U P P E T S are fun—and there are hours of amusement and interest to be 

had from the Puppet Theatre, complete with stage, scenery, book of 
plays, and two string puppets, which is the prize awaiting the winner of this 

week's C N com­
petition. All under 
17 living in Great 
Britain, Ireland, and 
the Channel Islands 
may enter—free ! 

To try for this 
splendid award, first 
cut out the picture 
and coupon together 
and paste them on a 
postcard. When dry, 
use paints or crayons 
to colour the picture, 
being as accurate as 
possible with details 
of the Yeoman of the 
Guard's uniform. 

Fill in your name, 
age, and address on 
the coupon, ask an 
adult to sign it as 
your own work, then 
post to 
C N Competition 

No. 8, 
3 Pilgrim Street, 

London, E.C.4 
(Comp.), 

to arrive by Tuesday, 
February 19, the 
closing date. 

The complete Pup­
pet Theatre will be 
awarded for the 
neatest and most 
accurate colouring 
received, age being 
taken into account. 
Book Token prizes 

Parent'iGuardian's | for the ten next-best 
Signature j efforts. Edi tors de-

'- CUT OUT ROUND THIS LINE J cision final. 

This colouring is entirely my own work 
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Address -
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