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Grand story of adventure on Exmoor 

""21 

= by Garry Ho. gg 
Ncssa and Laiice Conway are in 

the care of their uncle, Brace 
Halliday. He has business in the 
West country, and takes the 
children with him. Walking on the 
moor, Ncssa and Lance are caught 
in a mist, and while trying to find 
their way home.discover an electric 
cable just below tlie turf. • They 
follow this, and it leads them to an 
isolated, castle-like building. 

4 Mr. Benedick is nervous 
\% Ja could just sec above the sills 

" of the windows: great 
stone mullions with small panes on 
each side—and each window 
shuttered solidly behind, as though 
the occupants were expecting a 
siege. 

"Which way shall wc explore?" 
Nessa asked. 

"Away from the dogs!" I said, 
and set off to the right, hoping to 
find a door with a bell that I could 
ring. I was determined to find 
someone to help us. ' 

Still the dogs went on barking, 
but behind us, now. Even though 
they, were chained, 1 did not relish 
the idea of encountering them. But 
at least it made it more likely that 
'there1 were people about the place. 
The wonder of it was that no one 
had come out to sec who or what it 
was that had set the dogs barking 
so. 

We passed window after win­
dow, and every one of them was 
shuttered. After a bit we came to 
a standstill, puzzled and apprehen­
sive. 

"It 's weird, isn't i t !" I said, 
speaking quite loudly now. It 
would be all the better if someone 
did hear us and came out. 

IN YOUR GARDEN 

14. Radishes 
GJ-IANT 

< 

radishes arc not 
grown much in this 

country, although the seed is 
obtainable from most seeds­
men. The plants are easy to 

? grow and provide a welco'mc 
<? change of vegetable for the 
^ winter months. 
j Sow the seed .in July or 
f August and thin the • small 
/ p l an t s to 6 to 9 inches apart. 
? In November or' December 
\ dig Up the roots with a garden 
S fork, shake off the soil, (hen 
5 store in a box of sand somc-
S where in the dry. If you 
Xprefer, they can be left in the 
<J ground and dug up just a few 

at a time when wanted. 

.One excellent variety is 
China Rose, which has large 
carrot-like roots of a brilliant 
flame colour and is attractive 

I in winter salads. Another is 
y Bavarian, with roots" somc-
\ times reaching the propor-
i tions of a big turnip. It grows 
> five feet high and has pretty 
( pods which when green make 
? an excellent fdling for sand-
S wiches." . • " 

" / think it is a deserted baron's 
castle, left over from the Middle 
Ages, even if it lias got windows 
instead of arrow-slits!" Nessa said. 
"Probably, there is a moat, with a 
drawbridge." 

" Funny that we have managed 
to get as far as this without having 
to swim, or fight our way through, 
then, isn't i t ! " I said. "Or perhaps • 
it has been filled in by-the mist!" 

"Lance—look!" 
Nessa's hand had seized my 

elbow. Wc had come to a right-
angled corner of the wall, where 
the building jutted out. There was 
a window facing us; and an un­
shuttered window at right angles 
to it. And standing in that window 
was a very small, plump man 
wearing a skull-cap. A bushy 
white moustache was the most 
noticeable thing about his pink and 
shiny face. He was holding a small 
oil lamp level with his ear, and 
making signs with the other hand. 

"He is trying to tell us some­
thing," Nessa whispered. 

Directions 
While with one hand he held the 

lamp steady, he was pointing side­
ways with the other, making jerky 
movements as though to explain 
that wc must keep on the way we 
were going. And as we nodded 
and began to move, we saw him 
put his finger to his lips and 
caution us to make no noise. 

Side by side we slithered on the 
loose gravel, round the end of the 
wing through the window of which 
the small- oil lamp had been held 
aloft like a beacon to guide us; 
down the farther side of the wing, 
past more windows, and so to a 
small oak door, behind which we 
could hear someone fumbling with 
the latch. A moment later it 
opened, crcakingly, and then a 
whispered "Come in, my dears," 
brought us in out of the cold mist 
to the' shadowy interior. The door 
closed quietly behind us. 

Frightened host 
Courteously inclining his head 

sideways, he indicated that we 
were to follow him. Then, hold­
ing the lamp out to one side so 
that it lit up the stone-flagged pas­
sage, he led the way, limping 
slowly, till, we came to an open 
door. -He stood aside, and wc went 
in. 

There was a small fire in a big, 
open grate. A lot of old-fashioned 
furniture filled the room and there 
were rugs scattered about on a 
polished floor. 

"I 'm terribly sorry," • I began, 
thinking it was up to me to explain 
ourselves. "Wc got lost on the 
moor when the mist came down, 
and don't know how to find our 
way home. I am Lance Conway, 
and this is my sister, Vanessa." 

He had put his lamp clown on a 
small tabic beside a chair by the 
fire, and sat down. Then he spoke: 
" I am happy to meet you, my 
dears," he began. "My-name is 
Benedick. But——" He broke off, 
and became suddenly agitated. ' "1 

am afraid—I am afraid you ought 
not to be here at all, and you will 
have to go. In fact, I think you 
must go at once. I know it is most 
inhospitable of me, but the fact is 
that- " Again he broke off, and 
we got the impression that he was 
listening intently for something, his 
head cocked sideways, towards the 
half-open door. "The fact is," he 
went on, "visitors are not—arc not 
welcomed here. Indeed, I may say 
that you are the first who have 
called on me for what seems a very 
long time. Well—almost the first," 
he corrected himself. " I am so 
sorry, my, clears, so sorry." 

Not alone 
We had not sat clown, so all we 

had to do was to turn round and 
go out the same way wc had come 
in. I apologised once more for 
having invaded him like this. 

"Oh, no, not at all, not at all," 
he hastened to answer. "Quite 
right, my dears. You were quite 
right to come to me, if you were 
lost. Quite right, I assure you. 
The wonder to me is that no one 
has " Again he broke off, 
agitatedly, and listened intently. 

"As a matter of fact," Ncssa 
said, speaking for the first time, 
"Lance and I had decided there 
wasn't anyone living here at all. 
Except for the dogs, it seemed 
absolutely deserted." 

"Oh, but no, 1 assure you," said 
Mr. Benedick. "Not deserted at 
all. Very much on the contrary. 
My sister—she is an invalid, older 
than myself—is upstairs. Oh no, 
I assure you, not deserted by any 
means." 

I had a strong feeling he had 
meant to say something quite 
different. 

Oil lamp for company 
"I t must be very lonely, living 

in a huge place like this," Nessa 
said. "Especially when it is so 
dark. I mean, when there is mist 
on the moor, /wou ld want all the 
lights on, if I lived here; at any 
rate on a day like this. Would you 
like us to light up for you, before 
we go?" , 

"Lights?" He seemed puzzled. 
"Oh, but I have my light beside 
me. An oil lamp is pleasant com­
pany, I assure you." 

" I thought " Nessa began, 
but I managed to press my . foot 
lightly on hers, and she.broke off. 
1 guessed she was going to say 
something about the cable wc had 
found, leading in from outside; 
but instinctively I felt it was better 
left unsaid. ' • . . 

" I thought at fust.the dogs were 
coming for us, I must admit," she 
said, as though that was.what she 
had intended saying all along. 

"The dogs? Oh yes, my dear. 
Most unfortunate. The dogs?' said 
Mr. Benedick. "Dear me, of 
course, now, they would be about. 
You must have been quite 
frightened. Quite frightened. I 
am sorry. So sorry." 

"Oh, it was quite ail ligjjt, Mr. 
Continued on ii:i£e 10 

Krispies for breakfast. 
Then you can collect 
a full cast of your 
own T.V. Puppets. 

HERE'S a wonderful opportunity to set your- @ Make sure your 
self up with an All-Star T.V. Puppet Show of mother buys you Rice 

your own. " '--•-----•' 

These puppets are easy to work and after a 
little practice you wil l be able to make them 
seem really alive. Just cut them out from the 
back panels of Kellogg's Rice Krispies packets 
and follow the instructions there. 

Look out for Muffin the Mule, Hubert the 
Hippopotamus, Sooty, Louise the Lamb, Mr. 
Turnip, and Peregrine the Penguin! 

Give YOUR CHILD every 
chance of SUCCESS in the 
COMMON ENTRANCE 

EXAMINATION 
home in your 

JMlVici dud niany" 
dually .set in 

by coaching him , at 
spare time. 

All children are entitled to sit for 
this examination and thus gain a FREE 
place in a Grammar School. 
The C o m m o n E n t r a n c e H o m e T u t o r 
Course lot- iIn; 9-11 year okl is comprehensive 
and complete and. includes all the most suitable 
Text Books lor English, .Arithmetic ami 
Intelligence Work. Jt contains much invahiablo 

many hundreds of questions 
past lOxam'iiintions. CO /fi 

I t costs o n l y J * / 0 
our new prc-Exam in alimi 

Course, lor JO year old*, o n l y 37/G. 
Complete, V.nulish, Arithmetic and 
Inlettit/ence .Common 11 n trance 
Course. Also special Courses for 

5-11 and 7-11 year olds. Write 
..„ for fully descrip­

tive folder. 

COMMON 
. _ ENTRANCE 

4 . / - . 1 1 HOME 
^ TUTOR 

(Dept. CN), 
80Wimpole 

London, W . I . 

CHEMISTRY 
Wide range of apparatus and 

. Laboratory Equipment. 
Send 2\cl. stamp for Price List. 

A. N. BECK & SONS 
'Dent. CN), '•> 

60 Stoke Newington High Street, 
London, N . I 6 

"TABLE 
CRICKET" 
The Replica of Test 
and County Cricket 
Played with teams of 
miiiiaturo men, bail, 
and stumps with 
bails. Unique howl­
ing a n (I h a t t i n g 
devices. Overarm bowling, double wickets, 
and all tho "outs" such as clean bowled, 
stumped, caught, etc. ISoilyliue bowling-
Hits for six, four and odd runs. 
1'KIGliS : lO/X ; 14/6 & 40 /10 . Post Frco 
or send stamp for full details and Order 
t'oi'm to : 
P. A. A D O L P H , Dopt . 17, L a n g t o n 
CVreon, T u i i b H d g e W e l l s , K e n t . 

O R E A T C A M P I N G O F F E R 

RIDGE TENT 
Sent for 

4V« 
BllANJJ-ncw' do luxe Para. Tent. AH 
colours. Complete. Ideal for Cyclists, 
Campers. Length 7 ft. 3 in. sleeping baso 
X 4 ft. 6 in. wide x 3 ft. 6 in. high X 
12 'in. walls, all iiimrox. WriRlit 3,V lbs. 
£ 2 . 1 5 . 0 , or 4 / - dep., 6 / - monthly. Willi 
tly-slicet .-£4.2.6, or 10 / - den., 9 / 9 
monthly, llolh carr. 1/6. Also BRITISH 
AIUIY BHAXD-N BW H1TK3 H TIOXT. 
.Extends approx. 10 fl. X G ft. X 6 i t . 
Walls 3 ft. Pineiit value offered. . Ileal 
waterproof, canvas. Portable, but stout 
cloth. Complete. C a s h price £ 9 . 1 0 . 6 , o r 
sent for 2 2 / 6 tlep., 2 5 / - nitlily. Can'. 5/-. 
Free, c a t a l o g u e s of b i n o c u l a r s , 
w a t c l i e s , r a d i o s , c a m e r a s , t e n t s , 
m a r q u e e s , t a r p a u l i n s , t e l e s c o p e s , 
e t c . T E R M S . S t a t e l i s t s r e q u i r e d . 
H E A D Q U A R T E R & G E N E R A L S U F P 
h a r b o u r L a n e , I iou t f l iboroug ' l i J u n e 

MAGNETIC COMPASS 
Pre tills telescope in fiction. Tip in a flash with 
special single draw that cuts down focusing 
limn. You have tho object you wish to view 
fit close quarters'in a split second,' Boy Seouls, 
inkers , Cyclists, etc., like this useful telescope 
because let into the body there is an accurate 
compass which gives you hearing of view.. The 
price of this-absolutely super bumper bargain, 
2/(5 o n l y , plus 6d. post, etc. NO MORE TO 
P A Y . Black grained body will; nickel finish. 
Mend quickly. Frco Lists Binoculars upon request. 
LIES, L T D . (Dept . CN/74) , 1 9 G 2 0 0 Cold-

L o n d o n , S.E.5. . Open all Sat. 1 p.m. Wed. 
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