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‘31"pr]aymg a-lone hand I mean this, precisely :

" this dep'u tmcnt: . .
iyou, may. c‘cposc ‘both, you1se1[ and your
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ON SECRET SERVlCE

A Detectlve Story in Two Parts

/v © " CHAPTER 1
. The Hunt Beglns
BI‘,HIND thc locked door of the Govcm-

By John
Mowbray

night he shut_himself up and learned off
‘by heart all the names and addresses Sir
Richard Wakeling had "given him. . This
done, he destroyed “every scrap of such’
paper he had.-

In the morning he changed some of Sir

?; ment ofice in.London the man who ~Richard’s-treasury notes for readier money!

had been speaking in grave and anxjous
undertones now pauscd to fix a searching
look on_his companion,.a boy.occupying
‘L chair drawn close to the table.

-The boy held his’ breath beneath that
consldermg loqh, \\}nch secmed. reading-.
every thoupht of his. -At'last, with a resf:-'
Tess movement A Unele Richard,”  he
hroke . ouit}* {you arel wondermg whethcr
- Tm old enouqh to be tritsted 2.7 ...
cOld - cnou«h to’ be' uusted? ” echoed
txe man,; ¥ N_o,‘ 1. should ‘hardly have
suinmoned, you Tiere- had “I-felt- doubts .on-
that'” score. I‘specm]ly, ‘David, "as .you
belonfr .to a faniily :which has scrvcd the
State so, faithfully “for so ldng. Oh, nol

. Itisn't’ your trustworthiness I'm debating.”

. ‘“Then, what, ploaee 2." the boy urged.’
2 “I'm asking myself should I send you
into such peril ?’
i " But I.don't count Uncle lemxd .
It was uttered qlmply, without any-show
or bravada,;and at thc utterance the man
inclined his head." e :
«* No, David,"" he' 'mswcred' o beslde the
a{cty of the country neither ‘your safe’cy
not. that of any’ oneof us counts..” Well,
yout know what we'rc up against;”’ he con---
tinued more briskly,” .*“ ‘A5 I have told you,"
I am’ rcsponsxble for thc :fecovery of those
document° “And’ I wish-I could ‘employ
" one’ o6f our-usual agents.. But® we have
becn given cause to suspect that those who
are working against us have dlscovered the’
ndentlty ‘of our trustiest agents in London.”.
Sir, Richard Wakeling  frowned.~ " And
rhrcctly a sccret scxv1ce man. Is known his "
utlhty ceases.

David nodded o Go your very best cha nce’
of throwmg the thief off his guard is to slip
someone ‘'on to his imch whom he d never
suspcct A :

e It s thaﬁ consxdemtxon which Wexghq
with me, David. -Biit -1 cannot tell you,-
bccause weihave no 1clca, who the' thieves
ate or for whom they are ‘acting, I can’
-only -tell . you that- the papers they have
‘stolen arc:so.vital that at any and: eyery -
hazard Great Britain’ must recover them
. The boy'’s ‘eyés were shining.
< T should furnishi you, D"vad ‘with otr
- usual “secret materia, with money, with
the-names and addresses of foreign qplcb
s London and of, the1 » liaunts, and so forth. .

I.$eesit,”: the hoy!sa l
"«]‘ doubt 1f‘you do qmté RIS Rlchard
tinued, " Wwith 7 great; carnestness; - By |

~that on’ no account, whatever, befalls,” must
you. get. into (hrcct touch either.with me or
:Tor'if you try'to do that

! jth thc ch:mco ‘that was
‘bemg held out tohim,

k ,;Yes,”‘ Sir. Richard /responded ; ““my .
k mmd is'made up,:, L. shall trust you because

miionly 'shatp” wits. * But mamly do

©8tate. long - and. never«let "it-~down, yet.
-Succeed ‘and your country will have reason
to . thank - you. iy That's a. proud: trust,-
“David;  Keep® your lips-sealed.”” " Then he

_rose, 'md after-adding somé further instruc- -

- tions he condiicted | the lad, to the door, and, .
havmnr dnlocked it, e stood in the doorway
and ’ watched thc 'strong, ' resolute’ figure
growing . smaller. and smaller as it, receded
down the long corridor.

As David. steppcd out into .the street a
broad sun was shlmnrr ‘men and women.
swung.. cheerfully by . on their business, .
the omnibusés rolled past, the shop windows
. beckoned, It seemed. to him .as .l came
back into this scéne so usual, so common-
.place, so familiar that his inferview' thh
his uncle'had beén'all a ‘dream, -

He glanced at:his watch, " Little morc
than an'hour ago he, David Renwick, had’
been a mere boy -and”a nobody. -A:.mere

bPoy. he remaitied “and a’ nobody to “all*

appeamnces——but how - his.” world , had v
changed in 65 minutes ! .
He wads carrying lis head lugh As he

- jumped.-on a bushe debated how much“to
tell his people at’ hqme having recéived’
Sir Richard’s.permission at the last moment
. to 'take. his father ‘and mother “into "his '
confidence, - I3¢, hiad néxt, to' debate’ with '
blmself how ’co start .on .. In., ‘task. | That.

v

; and for apprehénsion.

" 1avc to play a

A4 Siv, yow'll trust 'me 21 hc cmved h
t

you have plenty of courage and -]

st.yolt becausc,- as” T have said, you - -
from’ o ‘family _which- has served the |},

:of smaller-denominations, and was coming}
‘away and passing beneath a_scaffolding on’

-which labourers were cngaged demolishing a
. building when a heavy balk of timber crashed,
down on the pavement.’. Had he not chanced. «
-to-pause for: the barest instdnt, he reckoned,,

before steppmg onward from under the'

_scaffolding’s shelter, that falling timber could

- ltardly have missed him, But he thought.

1 no more of it till the afternoon incident.

: And that gave him much food for thought,
He had entered.a’
little éating-house down by the docks, this

“heing oné of the ‘places appearing on Sir
‘Richard’s list, ‘and, strolling across to a

table, had called for some coﬁee, with bread

“and - cheese”to siinulate genuine hunger,

. when as he sipped. his cofice, steaming and
.. fragrant, first he noticed the other customers
-slipping out, next his head dropped forward
-'md consciousness-faded away.

~They had dragged him. That fragrant
_coffec. was drugged. What . saved him ?
" At “first, "as_his scnses teturned; he could
snot have said, Tle was then, aware-that
s the Toom ‘was filled with a p'Lrty of sight-"
seers whom chance had . brought to. the
place on a tour of the docks. They thought'
“he was fast asleep. . They Toused him and
chaffed him. With a’ splitting headachc
and bitter taste on his tongue, he went off ;'
but“as hé went he perceived, irom the
corner of his eye, the swarthy proprietor,’
“arms folded -on breast, regardmg him witlr
thwurted malevolence. :

“Phew!. -A narrow squcah' "
‘decidéd when he reached home,

" Both these disquicting ‘iricidents caused:
lnm to wonder how his enemies had got so
soon on ‘his track.. And that speculation -
immediately - started- another. . Did - Sir;
Richard’s office harbour-a traitor who had’

Dawd

~ stealthily "passeéd the word “along for his:

-shadowing 2« In which cvent it “seemed al
“reasonable assuniption that the dociments’
had-been abstracted. by that same - traitor.
Had the rogue conveyed them already to
the unknown purchaser ?. .Or might he be’
w’utmg till the search had died down ?

the hunter but’ also- the. hunted, This

.eleven’ full days had passed since David’s
“departure on the quest, Eleven days, while

‘and strode to the Underground Railway for -

“would have gasped had they known what

lite  of | this staid,

-strap immediately above him; was a pasty-

Jburdened train swung round a curve this
“person lost balance and was preécipitated

* Sorry, guv’nor,’” muttered the man,
he straightened. hmnself.‘ i

- Stations were, rcached, and \vcrc left
behind; the crush thmncd but it did not
thin apprecmbly at this rush hour, -for. as
some passengers struggled out others came
pushing in. ~Many- of these necwcomers
went squeezing past Sir Richard’s man, who
clutched, doggedly to thc same . \\rctchcd

TRound this contingency did David’s mind
1 hover:..: But the fog in: which he.was.grop--
ing had -lifted - sufficiently -to reveal ono
aspect lie would rather have been without.
It showed him in fact thiat not only was he

unpleasant ' realisation prompted his next
step.. "Without delay he moved from- his
home .into lodgings in the most unlikely’

Richard -7a
\dee]mg in his room in Whité¢hall,. = - er 11{:10115;’1 ;(Slnsgldat;%;lﬂng comp'\rtment

- As day followed day without an m(hca- s \
tion that the missing (%l,ocuments ha}r,l passed P 7‘} f;ﬁl “qusngﬁlgg lglrr%?éﬁgfg more and
into the wrong hands the-anxious man’s ‘yope . ncttlcd “T might suggest ‘that you
musings dwelt constantly on that slim figure ,re tmvcllmg, in the wrong class.”
which he had watched from his dooron’its - The ‘man appeared uhabashed. ngllt

way down his long silent corridor, "What first /nor, but there ain’t, no oot
was David doing now? Ifad he fzulcd’ JnStI?copt’h%}ld‘s Thlen, freeing o box of
- Had it been wise to use him ? safety ‘thatches from. his coat pocket, he

As he finished his work thiis cvenmg a displayed it in a companionable way to
"glance at the calendar reminded him that Slr Richard. * Now, look here, guv’nor.

T ask you,"” he uttered. * Would you reckon
that the manufacturers give us a square
“deal ? How many matches ouo;ht there to
be in a box, guv'nor ? "

every hour was vital!: The suspense was an
agony. But his manner betrayed nothing
of his fechngs when, taking his hat and his
umbrella “so beautlfully rolled-—Wh1tchall
never saw an umbrella so creaseless as Sir
Richard’s—he’ passed from ‘the building
with a cheerful- goodnight ta the janitor

answered indifferently.
‘“ I.says as thcy ought to give us 100,
_ " Then yow'd better write and tell’ thcm
$0,"” smiled Sir Richard.,

hls train home,

bos
And how his ncighbours in that tlam X, guvnor.’

. As the man finished spoakmg thc train

1 a sta 11 ted,
cares and responsibilities made up the daily slowed down for 2 station. o gl

well-dressed ” individual
who pr0%11tly was seating himself in their.~
midst.. Ilé might have bccu any . pros- -
perous. plofcssxonal man with.a lucrative .
day’s work behind him. Ie might have
known no more of the secrets of State than
any of the:strap-hangers who crowded in!
Sir . Richard’s particular - strap-hanger,
-that is-to say, the man chn(\mg on to-the

.while Sir Richard leaned dek \uth a sigh
of hearty rclief.

A few days afterwards, having: stcpped
‘into his club, e popped - his’ head into the
‘card-room in search of a friend; to find no
‘one therc except the . senior card-waiter,
-who' stood at the-window watching- thie
.traffic_ go Dy, So:Sir Richard withdrew
.his head, and was closing the ‘door: again
.when the waiter, swung round 'md called
out to hin,

“ I beg .your n1don, Su; Rlehard the
waxtcr apolorrlse(% C I osawy your reﬂectxon
-in'the gldss
‘you, sir?-"’-he requested. .

- ‘““Have you scen Mr Carhx ? "
v ““No.. He hasn’t been it yet, sir, Couhl
you sparc me on¢ moment,. Sir Richard ?

faced creaturc with a cigarette behind his
car and a shabby overcoat. -Livéry time the -

almost-into Sir-Richard’s lap.” At last the
victim considered he’d had enough of it.

““ Confound " you, ‘man "’ “he protestcd
“ Can’t you move further forward 1" .

PR

e floods were. still causing Monkey-:

It didn’t -worry. Tathc1 ]acko \‘015l
much for-Adolphus was, out. and ‘about;
agam and his little car'ran the ‘two of
them into the town in no time. .

““ Atishoo |  said- Baby at b1e'1kfast
ofhe-morning., “‘ Atishoo ! 7.7 -

““Just hark -at the child!” c'ried'
..Mother Jacko '1I do hopc ,hc hasnftv

""" JACKO CURES'A COLD .-

yille a-great dml of \iiconvenicpce. '-',"‘ Cl)me on 1. "And aw ay: they went..

‘scud Baby, as thoy san along, -

i going to the, uver

Then, leading the way across the roons,
" the man slowly took a pack of cards out of
‘the cupboard. He extended it.; ', This is one
of the last lot supplied, sir,
therc arc ‘only 50 cards in tlns pack 1%
‘“ Insteacd: of tho usual 52, ch 2.
$ir Richard/’
% Precisely, sir.
) ,swcred the waiter..
D 4Well, I can’t: help 1t
.declzn,cd avith another Jangh. . |
But - he- did «not {ecel hke laughmg
felt like shouting with'rage. For here was
“he, worried almdst ot of his senses, being
‘bothered about®a trifle like two missing
) pla.ymg-cards ‘Controlling - himself, - he
“remarked, ** I am not on"the. C'n:d-room

“No: fear!” said Jacko stoutly.:

“This- isn't ‘the wa ‘to the ond”
y e P 1\[c101) 50,"

¢ We re- Su
‘Lots 'more fun.”? .

It was. But the water was mowng
swxftly in places and thcy had to move
fast: to:keep-up_with-it. .. It was almost !

too swift for ‘Baby’s little-craft. o

“ Tond ! " scoffed Jacko,

‘Richard

K
q .

erer

M,ﬁ%’“

committee. Tell Mr Carfax about it.. ‘And

Gooad-day.
o Good day 51r
. _QI'll tell Mr Carfax.”

Thank you sir, Xes

- to the window,

« "Therc was no ‘abafement of thc hldeous
euspenee ‘Tiach longei.thdn its forerunner,
“seven more-days- passed:  So:alarmed Sir

Richaid became-that .nightly .now.on his
- - -avay-home he bought every late edition of
i ©"the evening papers-on;the; fevetish. chance
that some scrap .of news concerning” the
-issing papers_might. Jhave: cecapcd hm\
<. Yet, in fact, whatahopcless chancel, - Aye,
the drownmnr man'’s straw,  Ior did nétthat

in his car before atiy new spaper had it

taken  Adolphus’s cold. You’d bctterv
fiot go out toddy, datling,* she added.:

But Baby hated being indoors; and
when Mother Tacho ran out to sce a
newhbour he set up a howl that brought!
J'u:ko doivnstairs at a gallop.

“ Who’s murdering you ? ”* he asked..
. “"Want to-sail- my. boat- on the‘
“pond !-*'-sobbed, Baby.

“Well,. come¢ on then,”

P

said Jacko,! j

who rathcr ehjoyed. playmg about mth‘ A

R

“boats hiinself, LT T
Baby’s sobs ceased;+ 1 h'went got
a cold, h'wc 127 he s'ud o

L e

. Ina second they were both in the water -

'tncd to snatch it out of his hand

.an(] away went ‘cho boat !

1t, bumped. into Baby———zmd in a sccond
i -they were both in the.w ator.

Jif Baby had ‘ever had a-cold the wettlng
_ sccmcd to havc curcd xt . :

o oStill, “the ‘chance of - straw! must be
- clutched at.. -Tn somé corner of some ‘paper
“he might find, tucked away, an'itisignificant
- paragraph that .to him, .and to lum alono

~.might teem with swmﬁcance
. ‘And always he bought from the same old

Jacko ] ]nd it firmly ona strmg Baby
thou ght hc had had it ]ong cnough. He .

““ Look out ! cried jaclxo holding on.: Tad R o fon et

2 1'1 supplicd 11111 an was’ um mg or
Paby tu red The s‘m.n" snmp ped change, he looked up at Sir-Richard from
“under his eyebrows; thcn, glancing’ furtively
sround him; spoke-~in-a hoarse, hurried

whisper: - “ T havo only 50 p’lpcrs Ieft to

~sell now, sirl’
‘ That’s fme l Y md Su' Rlchard " Oh
"Kgep the change.’.. And goodnight to you.'
And preﬂcntly 'in his study ‘at, horme, he
sat pondering. ¢ Fifty mmtchos “Fifty
P! aymg-C'uds Iq[ty ncwspapcrq Now,
that s vmy odd—that’s véry odd.? "% -~
¢ ,..w+TQ BE CONCLUDED .

Jacko leaned gver .and tried to grab

’lhey were  soaked. = “Mother ]'ICkO
~~

vas;in: a- tCX‘I‘lblO state -whenshe- saw., ,

hcm Btﬁz the curlous thmg was that -

“I can’t say, I'm 'sure,” er Richard

.released his strap, and pushed his‘way out,

I'he waiter closed thc’ (10011 and 1eturncd,
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as .

'qncuter his wits could devise. “Thus. did’ rstrap all the time!

and Renwick vanish into_the v01d ’ 15’11- Richard-:was losing his. tempm

e L ** Please get off my toes “he smppocL

:, LT CIIAPlER 2 “Sorry, guv'nor!' Sotryl’ the man,

o * Three Fifties ° rlcphed aﬂlall)ly, lastholmamagcd t{) lift “his
. -+ disengaged hand to his car and remove

ANDmigonalz(o)mco%?n:lsoval; 8 aSr;l to; specu the cigarette to its place between hislips.#

"'lhero a,rc 50 swfety matches in tlusl-'

-Is there 'mythmf' I c'm “do f01 .

‘But; Su Rlclmrd :

$

he -

tell him as well I’ ve been loolun" 101 hlm."

4

.muflled - telephonc in_his room “hmpex: b2t

-man,on the lerb. ... Tonight, w hen. this.man
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