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The Worldjs Mad 
•'• " V Y / H I L E we a r e st i l l a t t e m p t i n g , 

t o d iges t t h e s t a g g e r i n g 
fac t t h a t t h i s c o u n t r y i n t e n d s t o 
s p e n d a mi l l ion p o u n d s a d a y on 
too l s for w a r i n ' t h e n e x t five, 
y e a r s , a n a n a l y s i s of t h e w o r l d 
a i ' m a m e n t s i t u a t i o n s h o w s e v e n 
m o r e c lea r ly t h e s t a t e w e a r e 
in—zve m e a n i n g t h e h u m a n r a c e . 

T h e w o r l d las t y e a r s p e n t t h r e e 
t i m e s as m u c h o n p r e p a r a t i o n s 
for. w a r as in 1914. I t - s p e n t 

k£22do,6ob' ,o6o, o r ' £7 ,000 ,600 
e a c h w o r k i n g d a y . T h i s y e a r 
t h e s u m will be- g r e a t e r . I t a l y 
arid J a p a n h a v e b o t h p u s h e d 
t h e i r e x p e n s e s for a r m s > up . . t o 
ha l f t h e t o t a l n a t i o n a l b u d g e t . 

W e a r e b u i l d i n g u p A r m y a n d 
N a v y a n d A i r F o r c e ; G e r m a n y 
h a s r e c o n s t r u c t e d h e r A r m y , h a s 
108 w a r s h i p s b u i l t o r b u i l d i n g , 
a n Ai r Force, of 2000 p l a n e s , a n d 
h e r e n t i r e i n d u s t r i a l . p l a n t ' o r ­
g a n i s e d for w a r . . . . 

I n 1935 F r a n c e w a s b e h a v i n g 
fa i r ly r e a s o n a b l y , b u t t h e " n e x t 
y e a r h e r w a r b u d g e t j u m p e d b y 
60 p e r c e n t . . T h i s y e a r ' s b u d g e t 
is u p a n o t h e r 33 p e r c e n t . T h e 
c o n s c r i p t i o n t e r m h a s b e e n p u t 
b a c k t o t w o y e a r s . S h e is t u r n ­
ing , o u t m i l i t a r y a e r o p l a n e s a t 
t h e . r a t e of 1500 a y e a r . •• 

I t a l y is a b l e t o cal l u p e v e r y 
a b l e - b o d i e d m a n f rom 21 t o 55. 
S h e h a s 1200 fac to r ies w o r k i n g 
a 6 0 - h o u r w e e k on a r m a m e n t s . 

R u s s i a , see ing h e r B a l t i c p o r t s ' 
t h r e a t e n e d . b y t h e g r o w i n g 
G e r m a n F l e e t , - a n d h e r o t h e r 
f ron t i e r 6000 mi les > a w a y m e n ­
a c e d b y J a p a n ' s i n c r e a s i n g p o w e r , 
h a s . c r e a t e d a n Ai r F o r c e superior i 
t o t h a t of any. in E u r o p e , w i t h 
5000 p l a n e s . I n t h r e e y e a r s h e r 
defence ' b u d g e t h a s ' b e e n m u l t i ­
p l ied b y t e n . One-fif th of R u s s i a ' s 
e x p e n d i t u r e goes for a r m s . , 

A n d all t h i s i n t i m e of p e a c e 1 
I n t h e d a y s w h e n m a n h a d n o 

o t h e r w e a p o n t h a n t h e c lub t o 
de fend h imse l f w i t h w a r f a r e w a s 
a far less cos t l y bus ine s s t h a n 
t o d a y . I n t h e w o r l d w a r i t cos t 
£ 5 0 0 0 for e a c h m a n ki l led, a n d 
t h e r e w e r e 16,000,000 of t h e m . 
I t is c lear t h a t if t h e p r e s e n t . 
p r e p a r e d n e s s s c h e m e s o n foot 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e ' w o r l d b e a r t h e 
s a m e ' b i t t e r f ru i t t h e p r i c e ^ p e r 
m a n ki l led m u s t r i s e t o £15 ,000 . 
Y e t in all o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t s of 
life m e c h a n i c a l a d v a n c e s r e d u c e 
u n i t cos t s . W h y in t h e d e p a r t ­
m e n t of d e a t h d o t h e y r a i se t h e m ? 
T h e un i t ' cos t of t h e n e x t w a r 
c a n o n l y b e k e p t a t a r e a s o n a b l e 
f igure if i t w i p e s o u t t h e e n t i r e 
h u m a n r a c e . 

W h y n o t le t us all h a v e a Big. 
E c o n o m y M o v e a n d w i p e • o u t 
w a r i n s t e a d ? T h i n k of h a v i n g 
£7 ,000 ,000 a d a y t o s p e n d on , 
m a k i n g life s ane r , r i che r , a n d 
m o r e beau t i fu l for t h e p l a i n 
p e o p l e of th i s ' w o r l d ! 

THE EDITOR'S TABLE 
John Carpenter House, London 

above the hidden maters of the ancient River 
Fleet, the^ cradle of the Journalism Of the world 

A n Empi re Cabinet ? 
""THE C N. is glad to see the: sug-

. . gestion of a Dominions member 
of the Cabinet. ' • 

As there are obvious difficulties in 
such a case, would it not be possible 

; to establish an Empire Cabinet which 
would consist of the existing British 
Cabinet plus four—the representatives 
of Canada, South Africa, Australia, 
and New Zealand ? , ; 

; . • ' '. . . . : ' ' © ' / .; • 

T h e Minority 
• ' J 'HE apathy of the elector1 con­

tinues. At the L C C elections less 
than 43 per cent of the electors went to 
the poll. v In every 100 electors, tha t is, 
57 favoured with their votes no 
candidate whatever. '. . 

The new L C C thus represents - a' 
minority of the electors in'London. 

In Parliament, we observe, the 
number of members voting in impor­
tant divisions is often hardly more 
than half the membership of the 
House. Even so, those who vote do 
not always listen to the debates." ' 

The Absentee Voter may be said to 
match the Absentee M P . 

© 

; i s I t W p r t h W h i l e ? 
JY^ANY of the millions who vote for 

members of the House of Com­
mons to make laws for the nation 
would be interested in a remark by a 
judge on.the bench the other day. He 
begged counsel not to read an Act of 
Parliament because he could not under­
stand it. .-' , • •• '••';:..--' 

I t seems a pity to pay M P s t o ' 
pass laws which people must obey at 
the risk of their liberty, but which even 
the judge who must administer them 
cannot unders tand. 
- . . ' - . " ' •'.&"' 

W h y ? 
J CAN never, understand why the 

toastmaster should say, My Lords 
and Gentlemen. I cannot fathom why 
British peers cannot be considered 
gentlemen. . •. Lord Rosebery 

' ' . • " - © • ' " . • . 

Relativity 
N E V E R let us be ashamed to say we 

do not understand. The wise 

The Wonder of Thy Spring . 
. J T was Whittier who gave us a verse 

which we may well recall at this 
stirring season. 

0 favours, every.year made new! -
0 gifts, with rain and sunshine sent I 
The bounty overruns'our due, 
The fullness shames our discontent. 

This thought seems to have been 
in Arthur Christopher Benson's mind 
when'he wrote in his springtime hymn .* 

The morn is fresh and bright, 
The slow dark hours depar t ;" . 
Let days unstained and pure delight 
Bring sunshine to the heart. ' 
Lord, touch our careless eyes,'- : -"".'• 

•New. life, new ardours bring, 
That we may read Thy mysteries, 
The wonder of Thy spring. 

' . " • ' • ' '&> 
Tip-Cat 

A LADY says she has had her 
carpet down for half a 

century. Can you beat i t ! 
. " . . . . ' • • 0 . • • - ' . 

]\.JANY girls go in for fencing. To avert 
the risk of being wallflowers. 

; . . 0 
OXFORD'S new boat has been built round 
. . the oarsmen. Knocking rowers 

into shape ? .>.'-. 
. ' • . . • ' : • - . - Q 

•YVHAT do the Municipal Reformers stand 
for ? asks a reader. To get seats. 

: . . •" I D A .-.,:•• : \ A . 

J^ BEGINNER" soon finds his feet at the 
skating rink. But often loses his 

head. , • 

' I ' l l , ' 
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Peter Puck 
Wants To 

Know' 

If schools should 
have a room for 

improvement 

THAMES Flood Conference, says a head-
Tine. I t won't be a dry meeting.' 

• - • H - • ' • ' ' , ' 

goME modern plays start well but don't 
quite come off, says a critic. And 

they don't keep on. 

man k_he^vho is always wondering A LONDON man says his big 
x i_ moustache has helped him and wanting to know. 

Therefore we welcome these words 
of Sir Joseph Thomson, one of our 
wisest m e n : 

The theory of Relativity involves much 
very abstruse and difficult mathematics, 

to get a living.- He has always 
been able to make both eridsmeet, 

• - • . ' • © ' • ' 

THE BROADCASTER 
CN Calling the World 

and there is much of it I do not profess N ° toy pistols are now allowed to be 
to understand. \ , • sold in South Africa. • 

For ourselves, we confess, we share D R BERNARDO'S received 138 homeless' 
", • j . ^ - ,, • f ,, . r- • ,. . • children into their Homes last month, 
the difficulty of this famous scientist, 1 
and as he has been President of the T m ^ d m T ' ! a t ^ Kffmg' 

ton are to be open until eight. Royal Society and is a professor of 
physics, we find some consolation in 
his words. I t seems a great pity tha t 
Relativity cannot be expressed in 
terms to be grasped by a man of 
scientific eminence. 

JUST AN IDEA 
Do you remember 'what Philip Gibbs 

said ? The war destroyed the'work of a 
thousand years'. It killed all the efforts of 
mankind to reach a higher stage of intel­
ligence. ' Now we are back in the Jungle. 

Good Business 
• V ; B y T h e P i l g r i m ..:••• 

\ Y 7 E did a good stroke of business the 
" : ' o t h e r ' d a y : ' / '_; - : •'•'.•' -\ 

A timid knock .came tp^ the back 
door, and we opened it.to find, someone 
hawking Crown-(Derby i n - a wheel­
barrow. We dislik6 hawkers, but we 
had to listen to this one, for he had 
golden hair and blue eyes, and a'most 
disarming smile. "P lease do you 
want any pots today ? " he asked. 

We could have the two cups for a 
penny, and the plate was a penny too. 
Without hesitation we bought the lot. 
I t appeared to us that there was a 
sudden slump in Crown Derby. 

" Thank you very much," said the 
hawker. " I 'm trying to get pennies 
for my mummie. She says she has to 
go down on her bended knees to 'ge t 
a penny from my daddie." 

Off he went, a little chap of four," 
trundling his wheelbarrow and singing 
to himself. 

Happily the Crown Derby was none 
the worse, and we were able to return, 
it to the hawker's mother. Very glad 
she was to get the pots safely back in 
the china cupboard. 

' . - " . ' • • ' • . ' . " & • : ] • . " ' . ' . '• . • • • 

Melody Triumphant 
C o the Blue Danube Waltz has 

• recorded its seventieth birthday ! 
With the Barcarolle from Tales of 

Hoffmann a n d . m a n y other melodies 
from thebraih of-Jolianh Strauss,itiives 

.on to charm stfcceedijig,generations. 
What Has our generation done tha t 

melody seems to be denied to so'many 
modern composers ? We find a musical': 
critic telling us that music must 
embody thought. We take leave to 
assure him that there is no , more; 
thought or learning in the Blue Danube : 

Waltz than i n ' a red rose or a white ' 
daisy. Melody is the heart of music, 
and the pretentious composers (or 
compilers) of. long musical exercises, 
in which no note seems to be'related 
to any other, are guiltless of melody 
because they lack the genius to give it. 
The great musicians were great melo­
dists. Those who lack the all-essential 
quality should turn to economics or 
statistics, or bricklaying or gardening, . 
or anything else enabling them to pro­
duce learned problems and exercises in 
mental agility. ," .; • j . 

A Prayer For Each One of Us ; 

Almighty God, in whose hands are 
the mountains, and the seas, and all 
t h e ' power of the rushing, 'mighty 
wind, in Thy gentleness I put my 
trust, on Thy forgiveness I depend, in' 
Thee, and in Thee only, I find myself. 

Grant that I may live so close to 
Thee tha t Thy strength and grace may 
ever abound in me, and tha t through 
my. life others may feel Thy power 
flowing in them as a tide of new life,' 
lifting them above the wreckage of 
Time and the cares of common days, 
and bearing them ever toward the. 
sun, of Thy abiding peace. 

: ; T h e Good We Do 
The good we do today becomes > 
The happiness of tomorrow. • ' 

Hindu proverb 
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